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FROM THE EDITOR ....

~~t._i\_·~--,. . . . .,. .,. ,. ., . , . . . .,,,..,.~---~=~~~~:-~~ol.
.
~ K~r~
These days as we begin the summer count
down, we think of what our students can do
that will help them retain what we have spent
the entire year teaching. In addition, parents
are beginning to ask and wonder what their
offspring will be doing. Reading teachers, of
course, want them to do some reading during
the summer months. It may be the last thing
many students will want to do. However, if
teachers put their heads together, perhaps
they can overcome some of the inertia. For
example, children often meet their new
teachers just at the end of the semester. New
teachers can spend a little of the time
together introducing trade books that
children will enjoy and then leave them with a
list of three to five books that children can
read to get ready for the new semester. You
will wisely choose books that are readily
available in the local library. Then use the
contents of these books to start off the new
school year. So it is a little farewell to the old
semester and a little hello to the new one.
Current President Helen Johncock reflects
on her administration. So much has happened
that you may be a little surprised at what can
be accomplished in one calendar year.
Once more we share a variety of topics in
our journal. Former president Karen Urbschat
shares with us a talk she gave at the MRA
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Conference that is a history of our
organization. Our fine association has a
history which many of us know Iittle about but
will find interesting.
Rounding out our issue is another story
from Mary Beth Looby, a book review from
Julie Ashcraft, writing ideas from D. James
Sarvello, and an article from Nicholas
Criscuolo from New Haven, Connecticut. The
latter has been a contributor before, and we
appreciate his thoughtful pieces. Your editor
has been after Lois Bader to share with us and
she has this time.
Great good wishes to Nancy Seminoff
who is joining the IRA Board of Directors.
Show them what Michigan can do, Nancy!
This is the last issue of the journal I shall
edit. The time has come for me to move on
into my retirement years. MRA and IRA recall
pleasurable moments in my education. The
conferences are vivid in my mind; the people I
have met along the way have been great to
know, the small service I have been able to
render the association has brought me
fulfillment. I shall miss them all. I know that
you will be kind to my successor. Myrna Webb
is a fine educator. She is creative and
sensitive. Help her. She can be reached at
8401 Woodward, Detroit 48202.
Farewell.

